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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report of the
Trade and Development Agency
September 20, 2000

Dear Mr. Chairman:
As required by section 201(d) of the Jobs

Through Exports Act of 1992 (Public Law
102–549; 22 U.S.C. 2421(d)), I transmit
herewith the annual report of the Trade and
Development Agency for fiscal year 1999.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; and Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, House
Committee on International Relations.

Remarks at the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus Institute Dinner
September 20, 2000

Thank you. Please be seated. Well, in case
you haven’t figured it out, I’m the warmup
act for Los Lobos—[laughter]—and Nydia
Rojas and Elvis Crespo and Tito Puente, Jr.

Let me thank you, Lucille, and all the
members of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus for all you have done with me and
for me these last 8 years. I thank the Institute
board members for supporting these fine
public servants. I thank the members of my
administration who have done so much to
make sure your concerns were heard, includ-
ing Maria Echaveste, Mickey Ibarra, Aida
Alvarez, Bill Richardson, Louis Caldera. And
I understand we have the honorary Hispanic
caucus in the Cabinet here tonight, Secretary
Herman, Secretary Slater, and Secretary
Mineta. I thank them for coming as well.

Because our administration has looked like
America, we’ve been able to—I hope—serve
America better. For example, under Sec-
retary Caldera, the Army is cosponsoring a
series of public service announcements tar-
geted at young people between the ages of
12 and 14, many of them Hispanic, focusing
on the benefits of staying in high school and
getting a diploma. I thank him for that, and
I thank you for that.

Last week in Philadelphia, I had an incred-
ible experience—really Sunday, the first day
of this week. I went there to dedicate and
lay the first construction beam on what will
be America’s Constitution Center, where
people will be able to go to Philadelphia,
learn about how we got started as a nation,
learn about how the Constitution was put to-
gether and what is in it and how it applies
through countless decisions of the United
States Supreme Court to all Americans down
to the present day. I also had the opportunity
to help to swear in as new citizens 73 immi-
grants from 23 different nations.

And I told them something that the Amer-
ican people and the Members of Congress
should never forget: 8 of the 39 men who
signed the Constitution were immigrants, in-
cluding Alexander Hamilton, the first Sec-
retary of the Treasury, born in the West
Indies, and James Wilson of Pennsylvania,
who spoke with a heavy Scottish brogue.

From the very beginning, our country has
benefited from immigrants. When I went to
Germany 4 or 5 years ago, I presented to
the German Chancellor a copy of the Dec-
laration of Independence which was printed
the day after it was signed, July 5, 1776, in
Pennsylvania, in German, because so many
of the people who lived in Pennsylvania at
that time had German as their first language
and spoke limited, if any, English.

It is very important that we not forget that
we have always been, we always will be, and
God willing, we will always be strengthened
by the fact that we are a nation of immi-
grants.

This has been a great week for me and
the Latino community. Yesterday Lucille and
the whole Congressional Hispanic Caucus
came to see me, and we went over the re-
maining issues of this year. They, once again,
gave me my marching orders. [Laughter]
And last night Jimmy Smits had me to the
National Hispanic Foundation for the Arts,
and some of you perhaps were there. I had
a wonderful time. And tonight I am with you,
in all probability, and hopefully, the last
American President who does not speak
Spanish.

And I say that because I am very proud
to have been President of the United States
during the time when the Latino community


